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On the 23rd October 2017, Gooseacre Primary Academy carried out a 
survey of pupils’ thoughts and opinions in order to assess how the children 
feel about school and discover, in their opinion, where our strengths lie 
and where we could improve. The following report is an analysis of the 
pupils’ voice.  
 
The Learning Council discussed the questions with the principal and were 
then set the challenge of carrying out the survey with pupils from FS2 to 
Y6.  All pupils had opportunities to express their opinions through 
discussion with the Learning Council.   
 
The Learning Council then fed back their findings to the Principal, SLT and 
to the children through Key Stage assemblies.  

 
 
1. Do you enjoy school and what do you enjoy about it? 

97% of pupils enjoy being at Gooseacre Academy 

 

“Yes, because who wouldn’t, it’s the best place to be!”  Y3 

“Yes, because I’m a rock hero, and I love maths” Y5 

“You get to see your friends and make new ones” Y2 

“The teachers challenge us” Y6 

“Because it’s fun” Y1 

“The teachers want us to do our best for our futures” Y6 

 

Pupils enjoy a wide variety of things within school both in class and in more social situations. All 

subject areas are popular and children specified particular aspects that they are most keen on; 

“ I love learning, I love writing” Y2 
“Maths, because we have TT Rockstars, I love it” Y5 
 “I like running in PE” Y3 
“We have lots of special events, like Rockstars Day, World book Day and visitors” Y4 
 

Children love going on school trips and having visitors to school; 

“Going on school trips is amazing!” Y2  
“We went to Eden Camp, it was the best day ever” Y5 
“ I loved Eden Camp, I learned so much and when we went to Crucial Crew it was fun but had really 
important messages about being safe outside” Y6  
“I loved it when Eureka came to school, it was brilliant!” Y4  
Bikeability has helped me ride my bike better” Y5  
 
 
 
Other things not already mentioned included using iPads, playtimes, art, working and socialising with 

friends. 



2. What do staff do to help you learn? How do you like to learn?  
Children highlighted that staff;  

 Explain what to do in a variety of ways  

 Provide encouragement and praise  

 Help children learn to work with others 

 Keep children safe 

 Make learning exciting   

 Encourage children not to give up and help to achieve things children find difficult.   

 Work hard 

 Provide opportunities to talk to them, not just in lessons – circle time  

 Provide feedback on their work and help them to get better 

 Display work  
 

“Explain things to us when it’s difficult so I understand” Y4 

“Help us to learn new things everyday” Y3 

“Teachers challenge you to work things out for yourself, they give us clues so we can do it ourselves“ 

Y4  

“Teachers show us how to work together with partners and groups to solve problems” Y2 

“Teachers help you understand things after the lesson if you are really stuck” Y6 

“When you have no one there to help you, the teachers are there” Y5  

“Teachers show us how to use different equipment to help me learn” Y2 

“Staff let me use “Bits and Bobs” to help me learn by myself” Y4 

“If I am stuck, the teachers will give me ideas to help me” Y3 
 
Children explained that they like to work in a range of ways which included; 

 Group work 

 Partner work 

 With different classes and age groups 

 Independent work 

 Using iPads 

 Playing educational games 
 

3. Do you feel safe in school?  
99% of pupils say that they feel safe in school.  
 
“There are adults all around us, keeping us safe” Y1 
 
“There are lots of staff out at playtimes, playing with us and helping us to stay safe on the 
equipment” Y3 
 
“There are lots of adults to help sort out any problems” Y4  

“Adults are good at sorting out problems” EB Y5 

“When the fire alarm goes off because the teacher gets us out first to look after us and keep us safe” 

Y5 

 “I feel safe because the teacher will protect us no matter what” Y5 



“The teachers are always there to support me” Y4 

 “Yes because we learn lots about how to be safe, like E-Safety, stranger danger, staying safe 

outside” Y5 

“yes because when someone needs help, there is always someone to help solve the issues” Y6 

“Yes, because school is really secure, and no one can get in” Y6 

 
Children were asked what specifically we do in school to make them feel safe. The answers were as 
follows;  

 Locked gates and doors during school hours  

 Fences  

 People have to go to the office to sign in 

 Staff trained in First Aid  

 School rules to follow  

 All the staff take care of pupils  

 Fire drills to prepare us  

 Caretaker maintaining the building  

 Internet security  

 Safety discussions in class and assembly  

 Anti-bullying week  

 Crucial Crew trip  

 NSPCC visit  

 Teachers always listen to problems 

 Mrs Malkin and Mrs Stansbury to talk to  
 

Reasons children gave for not feeling safe were feeling that the when children are playing football in 
the MUGA, the ball sometimes gets kicked out and can hit other children. Other children talked 
about not feeling safe when some children became cross and angry. 
 
4. Is there someone you can talk to in school?  
98% of pupils said yes there was someone in school they could talk to if they were worried about 
something.  Children listed their teachers, support staff, Principal, PSA, learning mentor and SMSA’s 
when asked about who they would feel happy going to talk to. Many children stated they would be 
happy to talk to anyone in school. Pupils also said they would tell friends or family members as well 
as staff. Younger pupils were more likely to speak to adults they were most familiar with, their class 
teacher for example, however into KS2 many pupils would be happy to speak with a broad range of 
staff. 
 
“My teacher always listens to me” Y2 

“My friends help me” Y1  

“The adults will always listen to you, it doesn’t matter how busy they are” Y3 

“My family members will help me and if they can’t they will speak to my teacher” Y4  

“My teacher will listen to me at lunchtimes if I have problems, they don’t have their dinner” Y6 

“If my teacher is busy, then they will send me to talk to Mrs Malkin or Mrs Stansbury so I can sort my 

problem” Y6 

“Dinner ladies help me outside when I have problem”  Y5 

“The Learning Council listens to us and then tells the teachers” y5 



 
5. Are Gooseacre pupils well behaved?  
 
96% of pupils think other pupils are well behaved.  
 
Children talked positively about the learning behaviours that they see in school. 
 
“Because we respect each other” Y4 
“We get Marvellous Mes for focusing on the right things” Y2 
“We win the Marvellous Me teddy for doing the right thing and having the most Marvellous Me’s” Y2 
“Children are kind and help each other” Y1  
“Yes, because they are happy” Y3 
“Children work with a partner to help them with their learning” Y3  
“Children are kind and do not bully people in school” Y5  
“Teachers make sure children follow the school rules and we get rewards for that – Marvellous Me” 
Y6  
“There are consequences in place for children who are not doing the right thing” Y6  
“We are polite to each other” Y4 

“We learn about Anti-bullying so that bullying does not happen” Y5 

 

Others acknowledged the challenges that some children face in controlling their emotions and 

behaviour.  

“Sometimes some children get agitated and can lose their temper, the teachers help these children 

calm down” Y6 

“Some children can mess about on the playground, but when they have some time out inside they are 

fine” Y5  

 
Pupils listed the following as examples of good behaviour they have witnessed around school;  

 Being kind  

 Respecting each other  

 Being helpful  

 Looking after others when hurt or ill  

 Holding doors open  

 Working hard and focusing on the right things in lessons 

 Using good manners and being polite  

 Having a good attitude  

 Putting your hand up to speak  

 Walking not running inside  

 Being sensible  

 Listening to others  

 Taking turns and sharing 

 Putting in 100% effort  

 Following the school rules  
 
Many children talked about rewards for pupils who make good choices in particular Marvellous Me 
awards.  
 



6. Are arguments and bullying dealt with effectively? What do we do in school to promote an anti-
bullying culture?  
96% of pupils think arguments and bullying are dealt with effectively.  
Pupils highlighted that the school promotes an anti-bullying culture in a number of ways;  

 Assemblies 

 Circle times 

 Anti-Bullying Week 

 E-Safety work  

 P4C 
 
 

“Teachers are always there to listen; they will help you sort out your argument” Y5  
“Everyone is treated fairly and equally” Y6  
“If someone is upsetting or bullying someone, they are punished and their parents are contacted” KW 

Y5 

“Teachers help if you feel like you are being bullied, they will talk to children and parents to sort it” 

Y6 

“Children will get detentions or work inside in they have been unkind” Y4  

“If children are unkind they have to stay inside” Y2 

“We have  lessons about anti bullying, and it helps us understand what bullying is and why people 

bully” Y6 

 “There are always adults in the playground to help sort arguments” y5 

“All behaviours get logged and teachers talk to parents so that arguments don’t happen again in 

school or at home” Y6 

 “If you have a problem outside of school, the teachers will help you sort it in school” Y6 

 
7. What do you like to do at break times and lunch times?  
The children stated that they loved the new playground equipment in the KS1 Playground as it gave 
them lots of things to play on.  
Children stated that they like to take part in organised activities at break and lunch times led by 
adults and children and would like more of these. Many children stated that they like to seek out 
friends from other classes or family relatives to play with.  Numerous children also listed having a 
walk around and chat with the staff on duty as being one of their favourite things to do.  
Children enjoy making up their own games too, these are often based on their favourite cartoons 
and computer games such as minecraft.  
The activities and equipment pupils listed were; 

 Skipping 

 Tig / chase  

 Playing in the MUGA 

 Basketball 

 Going on the trim trail 

 Talking to friends 

 Hopscotch  

 Running  

 Drawing 
 



“I like to chat to my friends” Y3 

“Playing on the trimtrail” Y1  

“Climbing on the climbing wall” Y2 

“Staying in and playing on iPads” Y5 

“hanging out and relaxing” Y4 

“Using the equipment, when the adults have made up new games” Y4 

“I love skipping!” Y5 

“I like skipping with the dinner ladies and my friends” Y4 

“Playing in the MUGA, playing football with my mates cos we love football!” Y6  

 
 
8. How can we improve our school? 
 
Children had a number of suggestions for ways in which we could improve our school. Some of the 
ideas were realistic, others much less so.  
 
With regard to outside areas, children would like more of the existing equipment on offer to them as 
well as some new play areas. They would love an area of astro turf in the Muga. The children would 
like a running track. The children also stated that they would like more bins outside. The children 
would like more of the equipment outside and adults to make up more games.  
Children feel that they really benefit from school trips and would like more of them to enhance their 
learning. They also enjoy having visitors in but feel this could be increased too. 
With regards to learning the children felt they would like more reading time, more challenges in 
maths as they like to be challenged. They would like more IPads.  
 
“I would like more interactive activities on the Ipads” Y5  

“More teachers to help everyone when they are stuck” Y4  

“I would like more visits to the library and reading time”  Y2 

“More toys at playtime and dinner time” Y1 

“More school trips, as they are fun” Y3 

“More after school clubs” Y3, Y5 

“Have some more indoor clubs so that people don’t have to go outside at break and lunch time if 

they don’t want to” Y6 

“Get more visitors to come in and talk to us” Y4  

“More maths equipment so I can get better at Maths” y3 

 
In summary;  

 97% of pupils enjoy school.  

 Pupils are able to recognise what staff do to help them learn and they enjoy learning in a 
variety of different ways.  

 99% of pupils feel safe whilst they are at school.  

 98% of pupils feel they can talk to at least one person in school if they are worried.  

 96% of pupils think other pupils are well behaved.  



 96% of pupils feel that arguments and bullying are dealt with effectively.  

 Pupils enjoy taking part in a variety of activities during break times  

 


